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For the third esccessive year dmearicen waterfowl populations ha..e declined 

drastic-, Secretary of th8 Interior J. A. Icszlg; announced tow (Saturday). tie 

report of the %CretaZ'y is based on the.la,st complete annual inventoe ever con- 

ducted by th8 Fib ~andwildlife Service. 

‘ihe Jemary count dwws total. mations of &icks and geese armounting to only 

5h,OOO,OOO, a dmp of 26,000,00~ under 1-t ymr’s figures, %rx4ce Dire&w +bert 

M. IJay said in a report to Secretary &ug. %s disqpointing figUr8'is the r8- 

suit of an analysis of extensive continental aprrvey data coq+iledfroti the eff&s 

of more thanl,OOO tr~nedobserverscbveringthei~rtant waterfowil habitat in 

the U&ted States, Alaska, Canada and coastal Latin herica,n he said. %prove- 

nwmts in th8 technique and increase g coverage were kcmplished by t@e Fish en@ 

Wildlife Service aircraft sugportedby use of Coast Guard, %wy, and krxq~planes. 

Aerial ph~tqgxqhy was &ed as a means of checking 8StimateS by field obsel*verson 

In spite of the fact that waterfowl nurribers hm8 fallen to aiow Coqa;reible 

to 1939, the Service Director does not rqw think it necessary to est&iTLish a com- 

plete closed season for the fall of 1947, During the extreme drypriod of a sew 

years qp when theduckpopulationwasonlyabouthalf as large asitis tidEby, 

&. &gy r&led, abreak in the dmu&t and limited shooting led to & satisfactory 

"'In %he li&t of existing knowledge" he said, "1 still think tie &.~Lc8 will 

b8 able to reconzr@ndsomekindof aopen mason. Just that it till be depends to 

a lar$~S 8Xt8IIt on conditions in the breeding grounds neti summer." 
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